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10th Anniversary Celebration


Ten years ago in August 2002, over a picnic meal in the back yard of founding pastor Susan Lowe, God’s House was organized.  Its’ first worship services were held on Sunday evenings in a warehouse that another congregation had renovated for their church use.


Within a month, God’s House was fully established on its own, having assumed full responsibility for its meeting space when the other congregation was closed. Also in September, Rev. Susan was ordained and Rev. Helene Loper was called to serve with her as equal pastors.


By 2004, a small sum had been saved for a building fund. In early fall the American Legion post in Holt was closing and wanted to sell their property to a church or community service organization. Our small savings were exactly what was needed as down payment to close the loan and do some major cleaning to prepare the space for church use by the end of November. This space is now used to also house a lending library and 12 Step meetings.


The 10th anniversary celebration worship service gave members and friends present an opportunity to share what this church has meant for each of them over these first 10 years of ministry. Many stories and affirmations were shared as we reflected on how one small church can touch the whole world as it lives the inclusive love of God.

God’s House
2400 Main Avenue, Holt

P.O. Box 2887

Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35403

Godshousetuscaloosa.weebly.com

WORSHIP SERVICES
Sundays 11:00 AM

Casual dress

Pot luck lunches – odd Sundays

Pastors:


Rev. Susan Lowe


Rev. Dr. Helene Loper

Directions to God’s House:


Exit McFarland Blvd./US 82 onto Jack Warner Pkwy going toward HOLT. Go to second light at Nucor Stell and turn left onto Holt Rd. Cross RR tracks, go under the Bryant bridge. Church is on the right just before Holt Rd. turns to cross the RR tracks into Nucor’s shipping yard.

Lectionary Readings
September 2

Song of Solomon 2:8-13; Psalm 45:1-2, 6-9, James 1:17-27; Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23
September 9

Proverbs 27:1-2, 8-9, 22-23; Psalm 125; James 2:1-10 (11-13), 14-17; Mark 7:24-37
September 16

Proverbs 1:20-33, Psalm 19, James 3:1-12; Mark 8:27-38
September 23

Proverbs 32:10-31; Psalm 1; James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a; Mark 9:30-37
September 30

Esther 7:1-6, 9-10, 9:20-22; Psalm 124; James 5:13-20; Mark 9:38-50
October 7

Job 1:1, 2:1-10; Psalm 26; Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:5-12; Mark 10:2-16
October 14

Job 23:1-9, 16-17; Psalm 22:1-15; Hebrews 4:12-16; Mark 10:17-31
October 21

Job 38:1-7 (34-41); Psalm 104:1-9, 24, 35c; Hebrews 5:1-10; Mark 10:35-45
October 28
Job 42:1-6, 10-17; Psalm 34:1-8 (19-22); Hebrews 7:23-28; Mark 10:46-52
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September 20

“Looking for Langston”
October 18


“Princess and the Frog”
November 15


“Brokeback Mountain”
December 


No movie – enjoy your 

   Holiday Season!

Lavender Movie Nights


Our monthly movie nights continue for both entertainment and discussion of social issues impacting people’s lives today.  Most months it is on the 3rd Thursday at 6:30 PM.


A special emphasis is placed on presenting the perspectives and experiences of people of colors in the selection of movies shown and issues discussed. Occasionally this focus is varied to add other important portrayals of experiences held in common across a variety of racial, gender and socioeconomic diversities.


September’s movie is “Looking for Langston.” Other movies on our fall screening schedule are “Princess and the Frog” and “Brokeback Mountain.” This fairly well indicates our variety in content from drama, to historical, to humorous as we delve into the impacts of social contexts and norms on our lives in human community.


This is a laid back social time as we bring snacks to share while viewing the “big screen” (projected from computer DVD) and talking after the movie. However, the church is a drug free facility – no alcohol, please.

Debt Free


It is hard to think of buying a house or new car without going into deb. So being completely debt free may not be realistic for most people. But when was the last time you looked at your credit card payments? How much of your money is going to pay for interest on the balances you don’t pay off every month? That is money you don’t have available to pay for your other expenses or for getting something you really want or maybe even need but cannot afford right now.


It is no different for governments. The news reports about the US Federal debt ceiling don’t tell all. “Balancing the budget” talk is merely about income vs. expenses, not about paying off the debt of wars started in the Bush era or the debt principal accrued prior to them. (By not following the rules of the US Constitution that require Congress to declare a war and to include its expenses in the government’s budget, the added debt of the Afghanistan and Iraq wars has escalated the accrual of US debt.) Now add deficits we create when we buy foreign made products instead of those made in the USA. In the debates about funding this or that program – military budgets, roads and infrastructures, social safety nets of retirement, disability or medical insurance – who mentions what it costs the Federal taxpayers to pay the interest on what our government has borrowed? In 2011 the interest payments on our government debt of about $15 trillion topped $450 billion (Internet information on US debt).



So when you hear the news about “austerity” in the European economy, think in terms of their efforts to reduce the principal of their debts so that their governments can use their incomes to fund programs, not make bankers richer. It helps to have more income too – but raising taxes or getting higher wages is hard to do. In any case, being debt free is a noble goal that requires some temporary sacrifices. In the long run it is worth the “austerity” for both our personal finances and for our governments. What are we willing to do to reach that ideal?


As for God’s House, we are now debt free. The loan on our building and property is now paid in full.

State of the Church


We continue to gather for worship, pot lucks, Lavender Movie Nights and other special occasions. Our bills are being paid, and the building note is paid in full. Visitors have increased and a few have joined the church. Our building space is used almost daily for 12 Step meetings and a new church is meeting in our worship space on Sunday evenings.


We remain a very small congregation where every member is important to our ongoing ministries to provide a safe space for people to find a spiritual home and place to serve God. The energy, gifts and presence of each person who comes through our doors are essential for our continued faithfulness in fulfilling the calling we have here in Tuscaloosa.


The April tornadoes in 2011 affected three of our members directly. One lives in the Alberta City area and our pastors could not get in touch with him for several days because of the closure of the area for security purposes. The Saturday after April 27, we were finally able to find him and help with debris removal. The next day the entire congregation met at his house and spent 6 hours working on tree removal. We shared a picnic lunch and communion during that time. Another member had minor damage to her trailer and the third member’s rented house was damaged in an earlier April tornado. Generators were offered as needed. Members also assisted others and helped with emergency assistance programs around town. Tuscaloosa has indeed discovered its common humanity in the midst of this disaster.

Pet Blessing Service        
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Because of our regular schedule of Pot Luck meals on odd Sundays at the church, we do our annual Pet Blessing on the second Sunday of October. This means that it falls on October 14 this year.


For those of us who have lost beloved pets this service is also a time to remember them. Many of us opt to bring pictures of both our living and deceased pets when transportation or control of behavior issues arises.
Marriage, Civil Unions and Services at God’s House

Amid the public and religious debates about marriage, we here at God’s House continue to honor and celebrate mutual committed loving relationships through Holy Unions. A Holy Union is a spiritual rite of the church where a couple (whatever their genders) expresses their covenant of mutual commitment to one another in love. Families and friends join in this service to attest to the love of the couple, witness their vows and promise to support this new family in the years to come.


This rite is offered by the congregation as a ministry and witness to a God of love and does not require civil approval. Non-members are asked to make a minimal donation for our pastoral services and use of the building. For more information, call Rev. Dr. Helene Loper at 205-242-3162.

Worship

Interfaith

Soulforce

HolyUnions

Prayer

Caring

Emergencies

SocialAction

Service

Hospitality

Fellowship

MovieNight

Faith

Hope

Love

TheWord

Sacrament
Praises

Word Search – Ministries of God’s House

A     W      H       T       I       A       F       R     E       T       N       I       E

S      O       U       L       F      O       R       C      E      H      W      E      M

O      R      T       N       E      M      A       R      C      A       S       C       E

U      S       P       R       A       I       S        E      S      N       O      D       R

T      H      G        I        N      E       I        V      O     M       A      R       G
H      I       O       S         E      R      V        I       C      E        G     O       E

T      P      R       A         Y      V      N       C       S      P        N     W     N

I      Y       R       D         L      U      O       W      O     O        I       E      C

A     P       R       A         Y      E       R       L       C     H        R      H      I

F     E       L        L         O      W     S        H       I      P        A       T     E

S     N       O       I          T       C      A        L       A     I         C       O     S

O    H       O       S          P       I       T       A       L      I         T       Y     F
